THE  LIFE STORY OF A  BRAHMAN
Gane^a in the five- or sixtecnfold way, and then offers a
Vriddhi Srdddha to guard himself against sutaka or any
other impurity. Then the adopting father and his wife per-
form the rite Saitkalpa together, though the man does all the
talking. Holding water in their hands, they say: ' I, so and
so,' (mentioning the man's name only) ' will perform the adop-
tion ceremony, in order to pay the debt I owe to my ancestors,
and to save myself from the hell called Pud'}
A special altar has already been erected in the compound,
and in this the adopter now offers to the fire clarified butter,
sesamum seeds, and sacrificial wood. Then the priest recites
appropriate mantras, and every one who can goes in pro-
cession to the house of the boy who is to be adopted, all the
relatives and friends playing on musical instruments.
Arrived there, the priest (guru) of the adopting father asks
the natural father of the boy to give him his son, so that he
(the adopter) may be free of all his debts,
The natural father welcomes the adopter in the most cor-
dial way, by making the auspicious dot on his forehead,
offering him a seat, garlanding him, and presenting him with
areca-nut. When the adopter is comfortably installed, the
natural father summons his son and, holding water in his own
hand, says:
*1, so and so, on such and sztch a day, relinquish for ever
my rights as a parent and transfer them for ever to you,
30 and sol (mentioning the adopter's name) 'in order that
you through him may discharge your debts to your ances-
tors.'
JThus, saying,, he^pours^ water from his hand into that of
the^^adpp^ing^fathei^ Next, taking the boy by his right
wrist, he leads him over to the adopting father, who seats
him on his own knee. Then, to show that the whole cere-
mony is complete, the new father solemnly, silently, and
steadily smells his new son's head.2
* Or Put.
2 As the writer has found no reference in books on India to this custom